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PRESIDENT’'S REPORT

Welcome to winter, fellow troopers!
We are now in the midst of the annual dol-
drums when we cloak ourselvesin warm cloth-
ing and hibernate unless you are in Florida or
Cdifornia.

Having just passed through Veteran's Day
and Thanksgiving reminds me that most of us
have so much to be thankful for. | for oneam
in good health, have a wonderful, loving wife
of 35 years, have two great kids and comrade-
ship of hundreds of fellow 5 Bn 7" Cav troop-
ers. However, avisit to the Wall reminds us
that not all have been so lucky. Our departed
comrades left families and loved ones that will
forever share our loss of friends and buddies.

We're also getting to that age when our
bodies start to go haywire which only proves
that we need the support of one another more
and more as we grow older.

We had at least 17 Cav 5/7 troopersin DC
for Veteran’s Day . The ones | know that were
there included: Will Mercer, Ted Swett, Wes
Westmoreland, Patrick Dockery, Bernie Grady,
Karl Haartz, Don Shipley, Moe, Allen Patrick,
Lorenso Clark, Marc Folden, Frank Defino,
Steve Shear, Joe Robinson, Don Fredenberg
and Vince Laurick.

Suzy and | were fortunate to have a group
of troopersjoin usfor supper on Veteran's Day
Eve for agreat evening of “BS’ and camarade-
rie. We hope more of you can join us next
year.

Nothing stays the same so to bring you up
to date, Allen Patrick, in addition to afantastic
news etter, has somehow managed to develop
our own Cav 5/7 web site at www.cav57.org.
Check it out. It contains photos of our troopers
at the recent Veterans Day ceremony in D.C.

Also, the 7" Cav Association requested that
we provide them with amailing list of all of our
troopers. | have resisted this request primarily
to reduce the opportunity for the list being used
for non-Cav purposes. | would appreciate any
feedback pro or con on thisissue. We have

By John Long

also decided to make a donation to National Park
Service in the amount of $300 in support of a 7"
Cavalry monument to be erected at the site of the
Battle of Little Big Horn.

Efforts are currently underway by the folks
on the ground to eval uate potential reunion sites
at Colorado Springs, Detroit and Atlanta. We
hope to be looking at their recommendations by
Feb.

If you haven’t checked out the Veteran's Ad-
ministration’s official web site at www.va.gov,
do so now. It isloaded with lots of good info
that we all need to know including: medical
benefits, concerns, etc.

Another must see web site that John Good-
paster sent me is http://members.aol.com/
veterans which liststons of info including: lists
of peoplein the service, past and present; photos
of soldiers; information on CIB, DD 214, obtain-
ing copies of military records, Medal of Honor
info and lots more.

We are slowly but surely acquiring quite a
list of Email addresses. Karl Haartz is develop-
ing that list, asis Ed Perry. | urge you to get on
thelist. A lot of information is currently being
passed through this means. Allen Patrick cur-
rently has each issue of the Airmobile posted to
the Web site and | can foresee atime in the not
too distant future when most of us will receive
the Airmobile via Internet rather then the mail
(saveslots of postage). So get on line and let us
know your address.

Suzy and | wish you the happiest of times
during the holidays and a bountiful year 2001.

%rs/
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BATTALION
DIRECTORY

Name Home Phone
President Emeritus 301-530-9039
Ted Swett ted6@aol.com

President 410-551-6167
John Long jonlong@earthlink.net
Vice President 603-726-7080
Karl Haartz krazykc@eaglelst.com

2nd Vice President / Battalion Locator
Ed Perry cav57@aol.com 636-227-9148
Communications Officer734-662-9612
Allen Patrick

apatrick@mediaone.net

Secretary 615-790-6325
Jerry Houston jerryait@aol.com
Treasurer 248-305-8405

Jasper Catanzaro
Sergeant - At - Arms

jcatanza@ford.com

303-980-0804

Will Mercer willie.mercer@rrcc.cccoes.edu
Battalion Chaplain 304-453-4914
Eddie Rape ERapel2@aol.com
Legal Advisor 516-747-3894
Jim Harmon (harfirm@aol.com)

Veterans Affairs Advisor 816-364-5158
Doc Maxwell papadoc@aol.com
Dept. of Army Liaison 703-239-1761
Larry Budge

Ibudge@ida.org

COMPANY TRUSTEES

A Company 602-488-3727
Bill Boyce

B Company 706-685-0464
Don Diggs

C Company 618-863-2619

Harold Dannewitz hoss.danewitz@yahoo.com
D Company 704-533-4605
Dennis Dickess

E Company 407-668-7881
Bill Moore moore367@aol.com
HHQ 806-364-5158
Doc Maxwell papadoc@aol.com

Battalion Historian 410-488-4930

Patrick Dockery

vvidoc@erols.com

Memorabilia 816-746-6384
Bill Brown missouribill@juno.com
Video 210-914-2203
Phil Sierer oldrebel@texas.net

Send in the answers of the follow-
ing ten questions and win aprize. The
one with the most correct answers
wins. Incase of atie adrawing will be
held. There will only be only one win-
ner. The decisions of the judges are
final. Good Luck. Send your answers
to:

Ed Perry
922 Cleta Dr.
Ballwin, MO 63021

. In Vietnam LBJ stood for what?

1
A. Laos, Booby trapped, Jungle
B. Lyndon B Johnson

C. Long Binh Jail
D. Let'sbejolly

2. A Tango Charlieis?

A. A dance with the Viet Cong.
B. VC caught in the wire

C. Time Check

D. A Vietnamese Drink

3. How many names of soldiersare on
the Vietham Memorial Wall in Wash-
ington DC?

A. 57,169
B. 59,169
C. 58,169
D. 60,169

4. A Klick is?

A. 1 mile

B. 1500 meters

C. 1000 meters

D. A group of friends

5. Name the mountain outside of
SongBe?

A. Black Virgin Mountain
B. Marble Mountain

C. Nui BaRa

D. Nui BaDen

6. What year did the 5/7 Cav. arrivein
Vietnam?

A. 1964
B. 1965
C. 1966

AIRMOBILE QUIZ

D. 1967

7. The name of Bernard E. Grady’s
book about the 5/7 Cav is?

A. OneMore River to Cross

B. An Act of War - Paying the Cost
C. OntheTiger'sBack

D. Ain't No Usein Going Back

8. Where on the web can you read the
Airmobile newsletters?

A. http://www.vietvet.org/thewall/
thewal Im.html

B. http://grunt.space.swri.edu/lostfnd.
htm

C. http://www.cav57.org

D. http://members.aol.com/veterans/
warlib61.htm

9. The 7" Cavalry had three Battal-
ionsin Vietnam. Name them?

A 15[ 3rd 5th
B. 15[ 4th 5th
C. 151’ 2nd’ 5th
D 2nd’ 3rd, 5th

10. The best way to locate Cav 5/7
troopers?

A. Cal people on the phone with the
same name as the person you are
looking for and ask them if they
served with the 5/7 Cav.

B. Writeto your local newspapers
about up coming reunions

C. Check the profile of people online
All of the above

Garry Owen,
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Vice President’s Report

Garry Owen and Happy Holidays to

all,

My wife Carol and | have just
returned home from the Veteran's Day
Ceremony and 5/7 wreath laying at the
Vietnam Veteran's Memoria in Wash-
ington, D C. It was asolemn, yet gratify-
ing experience for all that are there.

My own personal experience is that |
always feel better about Vietnam after
being at TheWall or one of our Reun-
ions.

After the wreath laying ceremony, we
attached the 1% Cavalry Division Flag to
our Cav 5/7 wreath. This was the same
flag that had been signed by all the
troops who attended the July 2000 reun-
ionin Nashville, TN.

Hopefully, this flag will go on
display at the Smithsonian Museum of
American History with “The Wall” ar-
chives someday.

Have you been able to visit our new
web site yet? Our Como officer, was
successful in getting our own domain
name on the WEB. Our web address is
http://www.Cav57.org. Check it out.
All of this year's newsletters can be
found there and we also have pictures of
the November 11 Veterans day celebra-
tion.

For those of you that are on line we
would like your most recent e-mail ad-
dress. | replied to a new contact from the
Naples 7" Cavalry Web site, only to find
out he was already in the association but
he had recently changed his e-mail ad-
dress and not told anyone.

Ed Perry is the caretaker of the 5/7
master database. You can use severa
routes to get your updated address info
(e-mail and mailing addresses) to us.
The most direct is to send it directly to
Ed viae-mail at CAV57@aol.com. You
can aso send updates to the e-mail ad-
dress on the web site: editor@cav57.org
or to me, krazykc@eaglelst.com.

We need to locate the remainder of
the 5/7 troopers. It is not easy, with alot
of dead ends to check. When you finally
find someone it is redly gratifying,
makes you fedl real good. Take an hour
a week; talk to your buddies and some-

By “Krazy” Karl Haartz

where in the memory bank something
isgoing to dlip out. If acouple of guys
work together it becomes easier. To all
Trustees get together with some (all) of
the troopers from your Company and
go for it.

This is a little human-interest
story that was told to Carol and | as we
rode on the Metro on Sunday. We met
this couple that had been to the la
Drang Banquet at the Sheraton on Sat-
urday evening. During the Banquet
everyone gets up individually and in-
troduces himself. One Trooper who
was making his first contact with the
group got up and started to tell his
story. During the Battle of the la
Drang he was away from his squad
with a medical reason of some sort.
Upon returning he found that there
were no survivors in his squad he was
the only one. As he finished his story
there was a standing applause and he
fainted and collapsed on the floor. We
figure it was in relief of being finaly
able to tell the story to someone who
knew and understood what he was ac-
tually telling about.

We dl have a story to be told of
our Vietnam experiences. This is the
reason we have to find the rest of our
troops so they can tell their story to
someone who will understand.

Carol & | want to wish everyone
Happy Holidays and a Great 2001 New
Year !

iOne”

“GOFIND A
CAV 5/7 TROOPER

TODAY”

THE ORIGIN OF
TAPS

We have all heard the haunting bugle song,
"Taps.” It's the song that gives us that lump in
our throats and usually creates tears in our eyes.
But do you know the story behind the song? If
not, I think you will be pleased to find out about
its humble beginnings.

Reportedly, it all began in 1862 during the
Civil War, when Union Army Captain Robert
Ellicombe was with his men near Harrison's
Landing in Virginia. The Confederate Army was
on the other side of the narrow strip of land. Dur-
ing the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moans
of a soldier who lay gravely wounded on the field.
Not knowing if it was a Union or Confederate
soldier, the Captain decided to risk his life and
bring the stricken man back for medical attention.

Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire,
the Captain reached the stricken soldier and began
pulling him toward his encampment. When the
Captain finally reached his own lines, he discov-
ered it was actually a Confederate soldier he had
brought back, but the soldier was dead. The Cap-
tain lit a lantern and suddenly caught his breath
and went numb with shock. In the dim light, he
saw the face of the soldier. It was his own son.
The boy had been studying music in the South
when the war broke out. Without telling his fa-
ther, the boy had enlisted in the Confederate
Army.

The following morning, heartbroken, the
father asked permission of his superiors to give his
son a full military burial despite his enemy status.
His request was only partially granted. The Cap-
tain had asked if he could have a group of Army
band members play a funeral dirge for his son at
the funeral. The request was turned down since
the soldier was a Confederate. But, out of respect
for the father, they did say they could give him
only one musician. The Captain chose a bu-
gler. He asked the bugler to play a series of musi-
cal notes he had found on a piece of paper in the
pocket of the dead youth's uniform. This wish
was granted. The haunting melody we now know
as "Taps” played at military funerals and at eve-

ning's end was born.

Day is done -- Gone the sun -- From the lakes --
From the hills -- From the sky -- All is well --
Safely rest -- God is nigh.

Fading light -- Dims the sight -- And a star --
Gems the sky -- Gleaming bright -- From afar -
Drawing nigh

Falls the night -- Thanks and praise -- For our
days -- Neath the sun -- Neath the stars -- Neath
the sky -- As we go -- This we know --

God is nigh.

Contributed by Bernie Grady
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THE CHAPLAIN'S CORNER

First of all please forgive me for
not being more regular in my con-
tribution to this publication. I shall
not fail you in the future.

I pray that by the time you read
this you will be well into prepara-
tion for spending the holidays with
those whom you love and wish to be
with.

This past year has brought
many changes to Nancy and me. A
year ago this past October we
moved from West Virginia to North
Carolina and began a new pastoral
ministry. Our last child left the nest
and is now married and we are ex-
pecting our third grandchild in Feb-
ruary.

I pray that by now our presiden-
tial election has been settled. As I
write this I have no idea as to the
outcome. I am reminded of the story
of a young boy who visited the
White House during the presidency
of Abraham Lincoln; the guest were
lined up to walk past the president,
but because of the war, no one was
allowed close enough to shake his

The Reverend Eddie Rape

hand. Disappointed at the security,
one guest stopped and shouted, ¢
Mr. President, I'm from up in New
York State where we believe that
God almighty and Abraham Lincoln
are going to save this country!” The
president waived back and replied
jovially, “My friend you are half
right.”

God or government? The ques-
tion is which half? Does the fate of
the world rest on the politicians at
the throttles of power or on Al-
mighty God, whom we worship as
Creator and Lord? I submit to you
that our hope is not in Washington
but in a far more powerful being,
Almighty God.

May God’s richest blessings be
yours is my prayer.

Garry Owen,

o Cie Rgpe

N

VETERAN'SADVI

SOR

By Papa Doc M axwell

Season Greetings from Your Vet-
erans Advisor,

Through the years I've become
very anti-commercial during the
Christmas season. I have tried to
look for a special spirit for the real
meaning of the Holidays, trying not
to be a self-centered Christian. I
realize, as I grow older that my Jew-
ish, Muslim and Occidental friends
were not always a part of the festivi-
ties except for their own together-
ness. As a scripture reader at my
Catholic Church, I go over the
scripture, seek the meaning and try
to convey what is said. As I do this
time and time again, a message
reaches out: "Give of oneself so oth-
ers may share and share abun-
dantly". I failed to realize, that
through the years, as I helped oth-
ers through their hard times, I was

really helping myself, being there
for someone as others have been
there for me. The special spirit is
our togetherness on a daily level.
Colonel Swett has expressed it
many times, in many ways:
"comradeship of our unit has no
boundaries". So my friends, Kathy
and [ want to wish all a Happy,
Bountiful, and Joyous Holiday
Season. May your God be with
you.

Garry Owen,

PaPa Doc

REMEMBERING

Route 17, north along the Carolina
coastal plain, showing signs of the season-
brown soy beans dusty with the harvest,
cotton white as angels raiment awaiting the
picker-a time for remembrance and re-
spect.

Washington, North Carolina, the first
town in the nation named after our first
President.  Little Washington, where
proud residents point to a cannon ball still
lodged in the facade of a home, fired from
a British ship as a small band of colonial
heroes thwarted the Redcoats’ attempt to
subdue them. How, I wondered, did
those men dare challenge the finest stand-
g army of its time? How, with such
scant provisions of experience, out
gunned, and little military training did they
dare?

Washington, the District of Columbia,
Veterans Day, the Vietham Memorial,
and a duty to undertake. Amid the splash
of the Colors, the skirl of bagpipes, and
mournful Taps, graying descendants of
Custer’s E Troop rendezvous again, the 5"
Battalion 7" United States Cavalry, in di-
minished numbers, around a wreath, with
humble respect, painful memories, and
grateful thanks.

Paradidomi, a Greek word meaning to
entrust, or to hand over something pre-
cious. As did earlier heroes, those named
on the black granite monument--briefly
trained, with no experience, and slight
knowledge of what was to face them--gave
over their lives, while protestors ques-
tioned “Why do you dare venture so
much on so little?”

America The Beautiful, “. . .who more
than self their country loved”. Love, cour-
age, patriotism.  We love most when we
are at our most daring. Not just romantic
love, but love of family, friends, comrades-
m-arms, and nation.

Route 17, returning south, “Day 1s
done, gone the sun”. The radio tells of an
election too close to call, “From the lakes,
from the hills, from the sky”. Oft-vacuous
talking heads clamor of turmoil, debacle,
and crisis. But Little Washington and the
nation’s capitol are Sunday quiet, free of
national crisis, no troops in the streets,
“All 1s well”. A peaceful transition of
power, our democracy at work, “Safely
rest”. And I remember those friends on
the Wall, understanding afresh why they
dared everything, “God is nigh”.

By Bernie Grady
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THOUGHTS ON VETERANS DAY 2000

By Ted Sweit

Battalion Secretary

It is always a specid occasion for me
when | find myself at The Wall with my
5th Bn 7th Cavalry troopers.

Our collective thoughts always embrace
al of you, and this year was no different,
except that | decided to do arubbing of the
name of a trooper none of us knew, Tim
Robinson, a machine gunner in thel73rd
Airborne Brigade , who was KIA in April,
1968.

Those of you who
attended Reunion V will remember that
Tim's sisters, Ruth and Peg, were with
usin Nashville.

Ruth had met some of our troopers at
Veterans Day last
year, and was much impressed with the 5/7
Cav spirit.

W e invited the
Robinson ladies to join us in Nashville, and
they were subsequently named
Honorary Members of the 5th Bn, 7th Cav
A s s oci ati on

In response to having received a photo
taken during the rubbing, Ruth
emaled me her fedings about The
Wal. I'd like to share them with you,
because | believe that her words say it all.
"....It shows us the cost of war. It shows us
that the numbers had

names. It brings together many who are
able to not only share their sadness but also
the joy in knowing that someone you
thought had been killed really did survive.

\Y,

It teaches the young.

It brings silence and tears to many.

It is not a black gash in the ground, but
rather two arms that hug us and protect us
from the elements of the weather.

It gives us a quiet place to mourn and
remember.

It gives us a place to hide if needed....
and if you Il ook
a the name on the black granite long
enough, you will see that the name fades
and suddenly you see your own reflection,
and you see how sad you look and you re-
member how much you miss and love that
person whose name you are visiting.

Each year it reflects more and more of
your wrinkles and you realize how many
years it has been since you last saw that
person.

And at the apex is where
Heaven and Hell meet....Hell being the war
and Heaven being where al the warriors
went.

The Wall is probably the one place in
al of the world that those affected by the
Vietnam War are allowed to really be them-
selves and touch that sorrow we have buried
so deep down inside for the lost loved

ones...

Thanks, Ruth.

Ted Swett

It is hard to believe that Christmas
is just around the corner. It seems like
only a few weeks ago that we were to-
gether here in Nashville at Reunion V.
| really had a great time and from what
| have heard, so did everyone else.

Those of you that missed the reun-
ion certainly missed a good one. It was
truly a team effort with a lot of work
and support from alot of folks. That is
what makes our reunions different from
others. We are a team that works to-
gether.

| would like to take this opportunity
to wish each of you a very Merry
Christmas and a most Happy New
Year. If you are ever through Nash-
ville, my door is always open.

Garry Owen,

Jerry Houston

CAV 5/7WEB SITE

Editor’s Note: The new Cav 5/7 web siteis
online. You canfindit at the following
web address:

http://www.cavb57.org

The next time you're online with
your computer check it out.

The site was constructed to alow our
association to have its own dedicated
site. You can still accessthe 7th
Cavalry site using the http://gator.
naples.net/presents/7thcav

address.

We're adways open to your contribu-
tions for future news letters and post-
ings on the web site. If you're mail-
ing material send it to Airmobile Edi-
tor, 5th Battalion 7th Cavary Asso-
ciation, 1149 Southwood Ct., Ann
Arbor, MI 48103. You can dso e
mail it to editor@cav57.0org.

Garry Owen,
Allen Patrick
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5th Battalion
7th Cavalry PX

TREASURER’'S REPORT

By Jasper Catanzaro

Send PX ordersto:
PX Officer
303 Cora Dr., Carlide, Ohio 45005

44417. |1 will make them part of the his-
tory of the Best Battalion Association to
come out of the Vietham war and they

will be a permanent part of the Memora-

Description Price | wish each and every oneof youa  enjoyed them as much as me. Pres-
P $ | Merry Christ d a Happy N t decidi here and
= , erry Christmas and a Happy New ently we are deciding on where an
Emg?c\)/i. dBerasebaII Cap, Black with Gold 10 Year. when to have the next reunion. That
- It's another year gone by. Thirty- decision should be finalized by the next
(Garry Owen Crest 5 five years ago most of us were celebrat- newsl etter.
Garry Owen Miniature Crest 3 ing our first Christmas in the Army. It One final note, we would hope that
13 Cav. Patch Crest 3 is very hard to believe where the years everyone would try to keep their dues
. : have gone. However, back then we  paid up. The newsletter does cost a lot
1% Cav. Patch Air Mobile 4 ; ; ; e ;
: were just going through basic training. of money to send out and we have tried
1% Cav. Patch Air Cavalry 3 I can still remember those mornings at to send everyone a copy even though
- Fort Carson. There was so much they haven't kept up their dues. Please
1% Cav. Patch Miniat 3 T , ) .
av. . chMimere coughing, it sounded like a TB ward send in your dues if you can afford
CIB Miniature 4 when we fell out for roll call. Those  them. It's not hard to figure out that
Bong Song Raised Words 3 were some dark cold days in Colorado. without the dues coming in, this news-
An Khe Raised Words 3 We couldn’'t wait until the sun rose. letter would end.
We would march out to the rifle range Again, | wish you all a Happy Holi-
Garry Owen Cassette Song 5 with the ground covered with new  day! , ,
CMB 1% Award Pin 5 snow. It was so dry out there tha'; dust | “\ (
3 was flying after the snow was kicked Garrv Owen \ u
1™ Cav. Patch Shoulder ° aside by those in the front. Those were y ' & A
1% Cav. Vietnam Sticker 2 | somegood memories. = Y]
Garry Owen Sticker 5 : I ga:he last eigh;[ ﬁears we have I;]ad Jasper =
reat reunions. ope everyone has =
15 Cav. Tie Bar 6 J he every =
1%, Cav. Division Pennant 5
]
1 Cav. Division Coin 9 WES HOLIDAY GREETING
1% Cav. Division Flag 18
1% Cav. Division Mouse Pad 7 Garg/owen, d1 hope thisi best bilia Room at future reunions.
GlassMua w/Crest & 5/7 Sabers 10 Derry an ope this 1S your Thanks again for your help. The
g Holiday season to date. Since the reun- best to you all for the holidays
Polo Shirt with Silk Screened Garry ion | have been very busy with the high Later '
Owen Crest and 5/7 Cavalry point being my trip to Washington D.C. ’
Small 18 | on Veterans Day and being with old Wed
Medium 18 combat buddies again and the editor of
the Airmobile Allen Patrick stopping by
Large 18 | to spend the afternoon with Gerry and
Ex. Large (Out of Stock) 21 me. S _
Polo Shirt with Embroidered Garry The Association is now doing theth
Owen Crest and 5/7 Cavalry work on writing The History of the 5
Smal 21 | Battalion 7" Cavalry. | amtrying to put
, the history together for our association
Medium 2L | with pictures. Thanksto Allen Patrick
Large 21 and Philip Sierer, | now have over 600
Extra Large (Out of Stock) 23 pictures. | havefllle_d two large photq
albumsto date. So, if you have any pic-
ExtraX Large (Out of Stock) 23 | turesof the last five reunions that you
Shipping and Handling per Order w/o | ¢354 | would like to includein the project
Polo Shirt _ _ please mail them to H.B.Westmoreland,
%: ppé?]_g and Handling per Order with | - ¢y | 5749 Stoddard Hayes Rd, Farmdale, OH
0 Shirt
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WHAT VETERAN'SDAY MEANSTO ME

by
Kenda Cargile, 12" Grade
Westwood High School (RRISD)
November 1, 1988

There 1s absolutely nothing | do,
whether it be attending school, reading a
newspaper or book, attending Church or at
movie, taking on the telephone, voting
(soon), or even using the language | speak
that has not been either determined by or
heavily influenced by the service and sacri-
fices of my county’s veterans. Vet-
eran's Day should be observed
every day! This day that we have
set aside should therefore, make us
focus our attention and appreciation
on who veterans are, what veterans
have done, and what they are till
quietly doing everyday.

Who are our veterans? They
are all around us; neighbors, fami-
lies, and friends. They touch our
lives everyday. Veterans have cer-
tainly touched my life. | am an
"Army Brat" and proud of it! My

:Ipp--nu
|_ . }-H-l_"-.l!‘l_}' j:W

the youngest person to have ever been al-
lowed on the observation deck at “O.P. Al-
pha’. | remember smiling at the East Ger-
man guard and waving just a little, even
though we had been instructed not to. |
think he smiled back at me but did not wave
fearing his commander would see. We then

nrf" ﬂ?& e

3 - ey ! w-i't '1-*‘"' el

el "'i-"}“

[ le I".:,_rcr- -r s

;.a-l" Ao fat

A Ty

ters high school track meet. | can remem-
ber seeing the sad, stern faces of the East
German and Soviet guards along the tracks.
| again was thankful to be an American and
be free. Still later, on atrip to the Middle
East, | remember being relieved and grate-
ful for my freedom and the absence of war
during my lifetime in the United
States as my family traveled by
bus amidst bunkers and guns,
from the Jordanian checkpoint on
the Jordan River, across the Al-
lenby Bridge through the Isragli
border check point and on to Je-
rusalem. No American alive to-
day has experienced war in his or
her Country due to our veterans
s ' and their sacrifices.
| have seen evidence of the ulti-
mate sacrifice, grave markers of
American soldiers in nationd

dad isaVietnam Veteran, my pater- = {___q_ﬁ o fm. { cemeteries in Arlington, Virginia;
nal lgrandfather isda veteran (;{ o et ‘TF'”‘" . o) Luxzmbourg Cityr;] and bNor-
World War 1, and my matern mandy, France. What a sobering
grandfather is a veteran of World f.‘...-r-ufr: v cheaad 4o HPLI & sight! | have seen citizens in
War Il, the Korean War and Viet- f sl : .{'."f-_ o Luxembourg and Normandy,
nam. My great uncle, Mike Calla ___,.l's.-n.--l e France weep at ceremonies such

han, of Madisonville, Tennessee,

g ts el ;
4 ‘I_..ijﬂ.‘_{;_:ri.

-'J as, "Patton Day," as they remem-

was killed by a German sniper in J,._'f“f i 35 ) £ ber their 'liberations (as many as
World War 1l and my mother's first = i _,l_'-ﬁ'_ﬂ 1T I:f--""“— three times) because Americans
husband, Burt McCord of Brady, H-u-_-j-h*"-'-""‘ . I:_J E-M'F and other free men and women
Texas, gave his life in South Viet- - A . P ' srocally e served. This is another reason
nam. | aso know many soldiers, e 5 \_T P— “_,_.-L why | honor dl our veterans on
such as my father, who still carry o b= ~d ‘T J | - this day.
scars and shrapne! in their bodies as e f F'_;._.-!' —'llf-*-‘-‘"- 1 Veterans are still serving quietly
reminders of their service. Veterans i P o LR s awss today from O.P. Alpha in Ger-
are in my neighborhood and teach ) _:;_{_,L g L T many, to the DMZ in Korea, to
in the schools. | deeply appreciate Jli.__,r‘_‘;{!' ;_]'.-__ = 1 [ Fort Riley in Kansas. They serve
their sacrifices for my family and = / S ,;_:,,.--‘H.ﬁ R r" : instead of protesting. They have
me. T = r_ﬂ‘ - ¢ A.et. (A« = no union nor want one. They
What have our veterans done? P | =+ - a1 J5 1. want the American people to rep-

First of al, they have served so that

gl A

resent them. | feel we need to

others can be free. In 1981, when |
was only nine and living with my
family which was stationed in
Baumholder, Germany, | remember
beginning to understand why my
dad had to spend so much time
away from home.

My mother, brother,
three sisters and | went on a Specia Ser-
vices tour along the East German border

i = ....:-E:_. .

g~ -
P

"]'«Jf:h-....f:f -EL i F
PR e
r_i-rr-nl—jr 1"'!-"-7 = I
|___,.1'5'|-'_;_ [ R

e

L

[T

went on to Fulda Gap and saw the "Half-
Way House.” The atmosphere seemed op-
pressive, austere and very tense. | was a

recognize them al so.

What does Veteran’s Day mean
to me? Freedom; peace; and
strong friends (some who once
were enemies); our flag; a "Big
Mac"; to say whatever | want to

responsibly; and unlimited opportunities
avalable to me and my family.
stances ever make it necessary for me to

If circum-

near Fulda. As| looked through binoculars
at the East German guards looking back at
me, | saw the mines, barbed wire fences and
plowed areas, on their side of the border.
The fence pointed towards them to keep
them from escaping. | was told -that | was

little afraid, and my mother realizing this,
kept a tight hold on me. My fears were
relieved when we arrived back at the
American post with the American soldiers.
The next year in Germany we rode by
train to West Berlin for my brother and sis-

become a veteran, to insure “liberty and
justice for al,” | will gladly do so. May
God continue to richly bless America, espe-
cialy our veterans!
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