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5/7 Visits
MOH
Battle-
site
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BAGHDAD — Soldiers of 5th Sguadron,
Tih Cavalry Regiment visited the battle
site where Sgt. st Class Paul R. Smith
fought for his Soldiers by Baghdad
Intemational Airport, Feb. §. The visit
was meant to not only teach young of-
ficers the history of a fellow Dog-Faced
Saoldier, but to give them insight into
how they should develop their own Armny
Careers.
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place,.” said Maj. Michael Sullivan, 57 Cav-
alry plans officer and the guide for the tour,
“And it still looks very much like it did on

that day in April 2003, you feel like you're in
touch with these people, you can kind of feel
what he did- his spirit is there. His story has
played a special part in what 've done as an
officer here, | always keep it in the back of
my mind that he is the epitome of sacrifice
and of what a Mame Soldier is.”

The idea had been in the 57 Cawvalry com-
mand group's minds since they landed in
country this past January. They were trying
to find a way to professionally develop lead-
ers as well as develop their knowledge of
the history of the area.

"One of the ideas that came up first from
my perspective was that we
werz closs to the Baghdad
Intemational Alrport where
a fellow Dog-Faced Soldier
eamed his Medal of Honor,”
said Maj. Sullivan. "I'm a
huge history fan, and one
of the great things about
being im 3rd Infantry Division
is its storied history. Sgt.
1st Class Smith was the
51st Medal of Honor win-
ner for 3rd 1D, his action are
legendary, and the fact that
he sacrficed himself to save
so many of his Soldiers
makes me hold him in great

regard. When he backed that M113 into
the comer and got up into the twmet, he
knew that was it. To me, that epitomizes
what a Mame Soldier is. You realize that
he sacrificed himself for his Soldiers, but
you also realize in the back of his mind
there were thoughts of his Family too,
and he must have realized when he did
these actions that there was a chance
he wasn't going to see them.”

Although the bafttle site now has a
road running through it as well as some
recent construction, the tower and the
broken gate hinges which Sgt. 1st Class
Smith led a Bradley through are still
there. A small plague hangs on a broken
wall describing the events that ook
place thers.

“The towers and walls that still have
bullet holes in them was very memao-
rable,” said Cpt Erk McFardane, 57
Squadron signal officer, "It cements it
in your mind that something really did
happen here. A lot of the site has new
construction and has besn glossed over,
but the fower with its bullet holes really
leaves an impact on you.

We led that charge up to Irag,” he
said, "This is the fourth tour for the
division. Just the American Soldier in
general, it's that dog determination that
“I'm going to stay, I'm going to fight, and
you're going to bring it and I'm going fo
fight you no matter what'.”
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BAGHDAD — The Dog-Faced Soldiers’
of Apache Troop 5th Squadron, Tth
Cavalry Regiment led by Iragi Security
Forces conducted a ground patrol Feb.
1, through Muhalla 830 with a wagging
tail in tow. Sergeant First Class Xanny,
a four-year-old working dog followed by
handler Staff Sgt. Wiliam Morton, the
kennel master at Contingency Operat-
ing Station Falcon, joined the patrol to
search for weapon caches,

“The dogs are phenomenal.” said
Cpt. Evan Davies, A Troop 57 Cavalry
commander, "It is the first thing that the
Iraqgis request.”

The I15F forces requested the dog
team to not only aid them in searching
for weapons caches, but fo also check
key locations that have been trouble-
some in the past.

“We're handing everything back over
to the Iragis so we are utilizing the
dogs to search for weapons
caches, |[EDs and VBIEDs
along the routes,” said Staff
Sgt Morton. "Today we went
out and they pointed out
some key places whers they
have found stuff prior.”

However, the dogs serve
maore than one purpose.

“Their presence out
there.” began Cpt Davies,
“Whether they are search-
ing for something or nofis
impaortant, the ISF under-
stands why those dogs are
out there, but the civilians
just see an American dog
out there and they know it's
gaing to find something.”

As the I5F and Soldiers
pairolied the streels and
held conversation with the

Muarton, the kannel master at
rating Stabion Fatcon, and Ser-
B Xanny, & four-year-old working dog

people of irag, the dog and handler
are, as Staff Sgt. Morton would put

it, playing. 64 bullding whils on a patrol in
“This is how they have fun and L1

play.” he said. “Every time we start o i s,

to get our gear on they know it's T B ';.
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fime to go out and do something.
The ISF think these dogs are the
best thing in the world, they love
how trained they are and how they
isten very well.”

However, Xanny is more than a
tool to Staff Sgt. Morton, he's also a
friend.

“Sometimes he can be hard-head-
ed,” Staff Sgt. Morton grinned, “But
it's great having him around. He's
someone that | can always count
on, he listens {o me and | can say
whatever | want to and he doesn't
=ay anything back. He's always
there whenever you need someone
o lean on or anything else. He's a
great tocl, a great asset, but a great
friend at the same time.”
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BAGHDAD — Scldiers from 5th Bri-
gade, 2nd Federal Police Division and
Gth Squadron, Tth Cavalry Regiment vis-
ited Sadiyah Feb. 10. to hand out food,
blankets and heaters to citizens of lrag.
The joint operation, Operation Helping
Hands, allowed the Iragi Security Forces
an opporiunity to help the lozal com-
munity.

“We appreciate the help from the
Amencan Forces today for the opera-
tion,” said Brig. Gen. Faisal Malikmhsen
Al Zamili, 52 FP commander, "Espe-
cially when they are giving humanitar-
ian aid to the Iragi citizens. There are a

lot of poor Families that ive here, and they
really need the help. It proves that we are all
one team, one family, and we are all working
towards the same abjective.”

The ISF and 57 Cavalry asked the local
shaykh to organize the poorest 100 citizens
of Sadiyah to receive the humanitarian aid
drop.

“Teday we wanted to further our relation-
ship with the 5/2 FF and do a joint humani-
tarian aid job right outside of COS Falcon,”
said 1st Lt. Michael Angeli, 721st Civil
Affairs Team chief. “The best part of is that
you show the people of Irag that don't have
miuch that the coalition forces and ISF care
about them still."

This is the first of many planned humani-
taran aid drops for 1st Brigade Combat
Team-Augmented.

“As the |SF takes over from the coalition
forces we'll be doing more joint aid drops

umanitarian Aid Drop
Brings Smiles to Sadiyah
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and more joint operations with the ISF”
said Angeli.

Howewer, the most amazing part of
the operation for Brig. Gen. Faisal was
5T Cavalry's abifity to perform both as-
sistance and protecton.

“They are giving humanitarian aid with
the friendly forces as well as full spec-
trum joint operations with Iragi Forces
on the battlefield,” he said, "To present
help for the citizens of Irag, as well as
protect them.”

The bemefits, 1st LL Angeli said, were
substantial.

| believe it strengthens their confi-
dence in their young democracy they
hawve.” 1st Lt Angeli continued. "It also
gives them faith that the Iragi Police are
there to help them, not only as an acting
force, armesting bad people. but a com-
munity police as well.”
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BAGHDAD — Hours before election
sites opened March 7. lragi Security
Forces and their U5, military counter-
parts patrolled the streets in search of
improvised explosive devices among
the roadside trash and any evidence of

sacond in Iragi history, and the first time
Iragi soldiers and police officers have had
a large-scale opportunity to prove they are
capable of protecting the citizens of Irag
without the help of U_5. forces. Throughout
the day, ISF units responded to insurgent
attacks and kept the polling sites secure.
“Every day, we have new training devel-
opments for the soldiers according to the
changes in attack methods,” said Brigadier
General Faisel Malik Mohsin al Zamili, 5th
Brigade Federal Police commander. "A lot

Elections Increase
Confidence in ISF

the polls opened in the morning. A family
of seven was inside when the device
went off, but all of them survived the
blast and were pulled from the wreckage
with only minor injuries by Iragi firefight-
ers and ISF first responders.

“Two civilians lost their fives as they
were walking by on the street when [the
building] exploded, but the family inside
the building [was safe].” said al Zamili.

That the insurgents chose to attack
& local home, instead of a more public
location, is a direct credit to the security
in place by federal and local Iragi forces
prior to and during the elections, said
Do,

*Fifth brigade, 2nd Military Police cre-
ated that bubble around the polling sites
that allowed the citizens to cast their
votes safely.” said Dorr. °1 think that's
a huge compliment fo the approach
we fook to creafe that security zone. |
think the insurgents recognized that and
decided to take another avenue; a very
vicious avenue, which is fo go directly
o & residential location and delonate a
device like that.”

al Zamili said the first responders and
firefightars were the reason the rescue
of the trapped family was so success-
ful. While the loss of fe is tragic, he
said the attack proved the terrorists only
desire to harm the populace; reason

ememy activity. of |IEDs went off today in our sector, but enough for all citizens to cooperate with
Insurgents sacurity forces
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percent of registered voters still turned
out, said Lt. Col. Kirk Dorr, 5th Squad-
ron, Tth Cavalry commander.

“l think it was a last-gasp attempt by
these exiremist groups to intimidate
the populace,” said Dorr. "They know,
like our counterparts know, that this
is really their last shot to intarmupt the
democratic roadmap for this country —
and they failed "

The general elections were the

they were all outside the polling site. which
is a positive point for our forces and is also
evidence that the security forces are hald-
ing ground and securing the polling sites
as needed, if we compare how many IEDs
exploded today and how many people got
imjured — just a couple were injured — which
s a good thing.”

Two people were killed during the largest
aftack inside al Zamili's area of operations.

Attackers destroyed a house soon after

years, said Dorr.

“Predominately, the insurgents have
transitioned to a lower scale, lower im-
pact explosive device. They are smaller
devices used, not so much to inflict ca-
sualties, but fo infimidate, fo cause fear
among the populace,” said Dorr. "1 think
we are seeing a turning point herz be-
cause the insurgents’ strength is dimin-
ishing awver time. You can see it avery
day; you can see it as the Iragi Security
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Forces are getting more powerful

sites.”

To al Zamili, it
doesn't matter
which candidate
wins or losas in the
elections: March 7
represents a new
future for Irag.

“Change is not
easy, it's difficult;
but a slow pace
is better.” he said.
“The govermment is
better than it was
before. The past
elections created
the govemment that
is in power today,
and these elections
will improve the new
govemment in the
same way.”

T Do, the big
winners were the
ISF and the lragi
people.

*1 think it's a
proud day and that
although we did see
some loss of life,
which is a tragic
situation, it's not
going o stop this
country's march

“The insurgent's capabilities of carry- | forward, and the freedom that this country
img out large scale attacks, with strategic | enjoys now is directly a result of the blood

impact, are getting less and less.” he and sweat of the Iragi Secunty Forces.” said
said. Dhorr, “At this point, not only are the Federal
As the day progressed, fewsr and Puolice truly in the lead, the capability of this

fewer explosions were heard through- organization, compared to what it was, is ab-
out the city. As the afternoon continued, | solutely phenomenal and they are prepared
miore and more people continued o fll today to camy out this mission unilaterally.

the streets, enthusiastic about casting “There are some enablers that they are
their votes. wiorking on to assist their forces, but for the

Do gave some credit to the insur- most part they are standing on their own two
gents for the populace’s decision to feet” he said. "Today was a fine example of
participate in the elections. that"

“When the Iragi people see that kind

As the electons drew to a close, the
streets filled with children kicking soccer
balls amongst the trash. On the build-
ings and fences surmmounding them, cam-
paign posters covered virtually every
open space. Engrossed in their moment,
the children ignored the collage of faces
and slogans; a sea of images that one
day could be replaced by their own to
shape a new direction for lrag.

Election Day Quick Facts

Amound §,200 candidates nominated by &6
poltical entities are vying for 325 seats in the
Councl of Representatives, up from 275 seats
In the 2005 elecion. Amang Me total are 1,713
WOIEn nunning for &1 s2ats.
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approwmaiely 30 millon peopie.

* 300,300 pol workers In mors &an 50,000

poiling stabons, each one senving up io 220

wvoters; 100,000 balof booes procured for fie
slection.

15#1’3 higsting voding Tor iragls ving
abrnad, sstimated to numbsr ug ta 2 millon

* Iraq's sectrtty hrees numbenng 570,000
soidiers, police, and DTers, SUpported by
ﬂmwﬂ_mps are providing securty for
e sleclions.

*In e last pantamentary steclion In Decem-
ber 2003, heinintal distnoution of seals in the
prEVIIUS 375-Eaatehambar was a5 flows:

Uniied iraglAlliance {Shi'le coallion) - 128

sedls
Kurtish Allance (Twa Kurdish parties) - 53
seats

W3 Accordancs Front biggest Sunnl boc) -
24 geals
National Iraqi List (Tyad Allawl's growp) - 25
geats
Mational Dlaiogue Front [Sakeh al-Mutag) - 11
Ecats

Kurdish islamic Unkon - 5 5236
All the rost -0 seats.
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juncture they are tired of it,” he said. moming. |raq|mmmmm patrofiad araa t

“They are absolutely tired of it and they
want another option. And they are going
to stand up and vote for representatives
for whom bringing back security is their
number ane priorty.”

The course of events didn't surprise al
Zamili.

“It was just like we expected,” he said.
“The ememy tried their attacks in the
morming, to bring the civilians' motivation
down so they don't walk to the polling
site and vote. But the enemy was not
successful with that. That is why we saw 3
groups of people walking to the polling




