




















LETTERS

Dear Editor,

| just wanted to let my fellow 5/7 Cav brothers
know how much it meant to me to be part of the
ceremony on Veteran's Day in DC.

Veteran's Day 2005 will be one | will never
forget. | would like to thank Gen. Edmonds and
the Association for the honor and privilege of
placing the 5/7 Cav, wreath at the Wall along with
Mac Coffman and Eddie Ratcliffe. | just wish
everybody in the 5/7 could feel what | felt that
day. It was not about us but about our brothers
on the wall. We will never forget them.

It was a very special reunion with family and
friends of the 5/7 Cav. In D. C. | met up with guys
that were with me in 1970 in Vietnam and Cam-
bodia along with other who were there before
us. As always, with the 5/7 Association, the fel-
lowship is the highlight of our get-togethers.

Thank you and see you in Colorado Springs
in 2006.

God Bless,

Garry Owen,
Eldon Erlenbach , B Co. 69-70

Editor’s Note:

The following thank you note was sent to John
Goodpaster as a result of John sending some
items to Mrs. Zipperer’s husband who serves
with the 5/7 Cav in Iraq.

Dear Editor,

Col Cox recently received an email from
LTC Jody Petery about the school sup-
plies the class has mailed to Iraq. He
thanks the donors from the bottom of
his heart. He talked about some addi-
tional needs of the children, saying that
"This culture is still very sexist, even
for the kids, so soccer balls for the
boys, and animals for the girls is the
way to go."

If you wish to follow up on Jody"s sug-
gestion, perhaps for Christmas, send
the package by priority mail to CPT
Mark Varga, Attn: School Supplies,
HHT 5-7 Cavalry, FOB Paliwoda, APO,
AE 09391
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Editor,

Here is some additional information about Military
Historical Tours, Inc.: their website is---
www.miltours.com .

Their address is 4600 Duke Street, Suite 420, Alex-
andria, VA 22304-2517, telephone is 703-212-0695
and fax is 703-212-8567

Our tour director was retired First Sergeant Bob
Burke: (ri_burkel@msn.com) and our tour host was
Retired Marine Captain Ed Garr(captgarr@cox.net).

| would encourage members to contact Ed Garr as
he has been on nearly twenty tours in Vietnam and
knows the country very well. He was talking about
putting together a tour for the 1st Cav in early spring of
2006 in case some would like to connect with that
one.

If anyone comes to our reunion to discuss future
possibilities it will probably be him and he could surely
customize a great tour for us. He has the contacts
there and his guides/interpreters are among the best.

This was quite an experience and | hope some
others get inspired to go back and see what has hap-
pened in this country in the last 35-40 years since they
were there.

GarryOwen,

Norm McBride

To Members of the 5/7 Cav Association:

My wife and have been married for 34
years. Prior to marrying me, she was married
to Jon Dale Peterson who served in Vietnam
with B Co 5/7 Cav. Jon was a sergeant (E-5),
and was killed by hostile small arms fire on
04/01/69 in Long Khanh, South Viet-
nam. While in VN, he earned the Bronze Star,
Purple Heart and several other medals and
ribbons. Jon was an NCOC graduate from Ft.
Benning GA., Class 1-69. | have always sup-
ported my wife and her feelings surrounding
Jon’s death. However, she has never been
told the circumstances leading up to his death.
1 would like to find out how we could acquire
information in relation to the orders that the B
Co, 5/7 Cav., were operating under, after ac-
tion reports and similar information relative to
the 7™ Cavalry area of operations in the Il
Corp Tactical Zone in 1969, in particular,
March and April, 1969, and specifically, the
after action report of the operation Jon was on
when he was killed.

Any information that you can offer to
assist us in getting this information will be
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Robert Jones
E-mail: pflighfission@cableone.net

A Day of Memories and Moments: I’ve
made a ritual of visiting the Wall with my
oldest son Tim (he saw action in 1989 in Pa-
nama in Operation Just Cause) and meeting
up with fellow sky troopers from the 5/7 Cav.
This year’s trip started from Tim’s home in
Powhaton, VA. We arrived after 8 AM and
met John Long at the ranger kiosk and waited
for other members of the association to arrive.

The opening ceremony started at 1Pm
with a march down the walkway by members
of the 1% and 2™ Battalions of the 7" Cavalry.
This was the 40th anniversary of the battle of
the la Drang Valley where the NVA learned
about the GarryOwen spirit. Many people
were taking pictures and filming the march to
show their respect and gratitude for these
troopers. It was an inspirational and emo-
tional experience.

During the day Karl Haartz and | were
approached by a marine that was looking for
sky troopers that had been at the battle of
Khe-San and Hue during the Tet offensive of
1968. He wanted to shake hands and express
his appreciation and gratitude for the sky
troopers who had saved his life and his fellow
marines. | told him that several members of
A Company who were in those battles were
nearby. He brought some of his buddies over
and they recounted the story of how the NVA
fled upon sight of the combat air assault.

While in DC | visited the Smithsonian to
see a new exhibit “Freedom — Americans at
War” from the Revolutionary War to present
day. The section on the Vietnam era was
very impressive with actual photos and equip-
ment including a huey. There was also film
footage of air mobile combat action with one
piece narrated by Hal Moore. The crowds
viewing the exhibit were very large.

I was thanked several times during the
trip for my service.

On November 6 my father (87) and | were
interviewed for a Veterans Day segment aired
by a local news station. My Dad was a WWII
veteran that saw action at the Battle of the
Bulge and was taken prisoner and lost 60 Lbs
while interned at Staglag 1X-B in Orb Ger-
many. He was liberated on Easter in 1945
(4/2/45). The young man doing the interview
said his grandfather also served in WWII. He
said he wanted to do a documentary on the 71"
Cavalry. | told him about our web site.

I’ve made my reservations for our Colo-
rado Springs reunion and | plan on returning
to the Wall next year for Veterans Day.

Garry Owen,
Wayne R. Gibbs
A Co67/68




TREASURER’S REPORT by Royce Vick

My family and | just enjoyed a very nice Thanksgiving week. | hope this can be said for each of you. My local
Y just weighed each member and will do so again after January I. All who maintain or lose weight during the holi-
days will be rewarded with another T-shirt --- a little incentive for us to take care of ourselves.

This is the end of my first year to serve as the Battalion Treasurer. | have certainly enjoyed this opportunity. |
have received many notes, phone calls and e-mails from old and recently made friends. Thanks to each of you.

Many of you have been very generous with your time and money in buying school supplies for the active duty
and in helping with the hurricane relief, but the Association has a deficit in our account for throws. Donations of only
$160.00 have been received and we spent $480.00.

Each of you needs to review the status of your dues and mail any outstanding dues to me. Don’t forget I just
collect the dollars. Allen Patrick maintains the data base and can help with any questions concerning the status of
your account. Mail your dues payment to me at Royce A Vick, 3724 Shelby Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76109-2733.

In October | spent some time at the Academy Hotel in Colorado Springs. This is a great facility that is very
conveniently located. The food was outstanding, and several other association members who have stayed there agree.
Even though we have the entire hotel you need to make your reservations now because we anticipate a full hotel.

At this time our Association has approximately $400.00 in outstanding bills. The bills are for the Veteran’s Day
wreath and three memorials to those who were killed in action. Your dues payment enables us to cover these ex-
penses.

Garry Owen, Royce

FINANCIAL REPORT

BALANCE JULY 31,2005 $24,045.85 Dues (Cont'd)
McVeigh, Joseph G $20.00
Interest Income $99.33 Nase |11, Daniel R $30.00
PX Sales $350.25 Nechanicky, Paul $30.00
Donations for Throws Nesmith Jr, Vardell E $30.00
Boulden, Jim (Red) $40.00 Nowlan, Philip $10.00
Coffman, McGregor R $40.00 Patrick Jr, Lee O $40.00
Erinbach, Eldon $40.00 Phares, Don $20.00
Hodges, Brent L $40.00 Plassio, James J $20.00
Dues Paid Plourde, John F $50.00
Amy Jr, Sylvester | $20.00 Quick, Donald E $10.00
Antill Jr, Darrell M $50.00 Reber, Charles K $20.00
Aufdemkampe, David $20.00 Roberts, Joseph A $30.00
Berry, Joseph A $80.00 Rundles, Donald R $20.00
Best, Joseph A $20.00 Sarginson, Lawrence $50.00
Boulden, James T $50.00 Schlieve, Gregory A $20.00
Bryan, Edward M $20.00 Seabolt, David R $30.00
Bullock, Victor T $30.00 Serini, John P $10.00
Chitty, Charlie $50.00 Sirovy, Farrell L $50.00
Cooper, H L $20.00 Soza Jr, Henry $30.00
Dieker, William E $50.00 Spillers, Robert (BOb) $30.00
Dille, Allen E $10.00 Steenrod, Phil $20.00
Duarte, Gregory C $50.00 Storz, Gary $150.00
Fernandez, George R $30.00 Swett Jr, Trevor W $20.00
Fillion, Michael J $30.00 Tjaden, Steven $30.00
Friedt, James $20.00 Walsh Jr, John P $50.00
Gandy Jr, Raymond E $40.00 Weltman, Glen E $50.00
Garrett, Jerry $20.00 Wetzel, Norm $30.00
Giddins, Paul $20.00 Wirgau, Neil $40.00
Goulet, Maurice R $50.00 Wright, Robert $70.00
Griffin, Richard $30.00 Yeater, Joseph $30.00
Gunkel, Larry $20.00 Zimmerman, Johnny $10.00
Hare, Pearl A $20.00 TOTAL DUES $2,120.00
Hodges, Brent L $30.00
Hoy, Clinton T $20.00 EXPENSES
Hrabik, Zgibniew $50.00 12 5/7 Cav Throws ($480.00)
Hussong Jr, William A $100.00 Sep Airmobile News ($758.09)
Julian, Claude $20.00 Academy Hotel Deposit ($2,500.00)
Kenny, Mike $40.00 TOTAL EXPENSES ($3,738.09)
Laurich Jr, Vincent M $30.00
Mattuccilli, Paul $30.00 BALANCE OCT 31, 2005 —$23,037.34

Duty, Honor, Country
First award of Purple Heart was to 3 soldiers in 1783

By Robert F. Dorr and Fred L. Borch
Special to the Times

Because Gen. George Washington created it in
1782, the Purple Heart is America’s oldest military
decoration.

Washington gave it a different name, however. He
called it the Badge of Military Merit.

On Aug. 7, 1782, Washington decreed that
“whenever any singularly meritorious action is per-
formed, the author of it shall be permitted to wear ...
over his left breast ... a heart in purple cloth.”

Three Continental Army noncommissioned offi-
cers received the award in 1783. William Brown, Elijah
Churchill and Daniel Bissell had demonstrated great
courage — Brown and Churchill in combat and Bissell
as a spy who pretended to desert from American forces,
enlisted in the British Army and obtained valuable
information.

After the American Revolution, the Badge of Mili-
tary Merit was forgotten. No comparable award was
made to soldiers during America’s wars of the 19th
century.

When Army Chief of Staff Gen. Douglas MacAr-
thur revived the award Feb. 22, 1932, and renamed it
the Purple Heart, he intended the decoration to recog-
nize meritorious service, which, in his interpretation,
included being wounded as a result of enemy action.

In General Order No. 3, MacArthur announced
that “the Purple Heart, established by ... Washington ...
is hereby revived out of respect to his memory and
military achievements.”

The Army decided the new Purple Heart would be
for “any singularly meritorious act of extraordinary
fidelity or essential service.”

But the new award criteria also had a twist. By
definition, any wound “which necessitates treatment by
a medical officer” and was received in combat, was
included in the definition of meritorious service. This
was the beginning of the link between the Purple Heart
and injured soldiers.

During the 1930s, the Army awarded a small num-
ber of Purple Hearts to World War I veterans for
meritorious service and thousands and thousands to
soldiers who had been wounded in combat in France in
1917 and 1918.

In later years, the Purple Heart was awarded to
those killed in action and in 1942, the Navy obtained
authority to award the Purple Heart to sailors, Marines
and Coast Guardsmen. In World War 11, more than
200 Purple Hearts were awarded for meritorious ser-
vice.

In 1942, however, it was decided the Purple Heart
should be awarded only for those wounded or killed in
action. As a result, the War Department changed its
regulations so the Purple Heart was exclusively for
troops wounded or killed in action with the enemy.

That changed in the 1960s when President John F.
Kennedy expanded the definition of “enemy” so that
Americans fighting in a undeclared war in Southeast
Asia could receive the Purple Heart when wounded in
firefights with guerrillas.

In the 1980s, President Ronald Reagan changed
the Purple Heart’s criteria to include service members
who suffered injuries as a result of an international
terrorist attack. The medal retains its unique character
as the only decoration that does not depend on a supe-
rior’s favor or approval — every service member who
suffers a qualifying injury or wound gets a Purple
Heart.

Today, the Purple Heart is highly prized and is
among the most recognized of all American decorations
and medals. This is due partly to its beautiful design,
but also because its unique history sets it apart from all
other military awards.

Robert F. Dorr, an Air Force veteran, lives in
Oakton, Va. He is the author of several books, includ-
ing “Chopper,” a history of helicopter pilots. His e-mail
address is robert.f.dorr@cox.net. Fred L. Borch retired
from the Army after 25 years and works in the federal
court system. He can be reached at borchfj@aol.com.
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